[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Seventh grade life science is a hands-on/minds-on inquiry based science experience in which we explore our living world.   Students will be involved in extensive laboratory and learning activities that may include Internet searches, classroom demonstrations and discussions, specimen collections and examination, videos, textbook and other print material readings, science projects, and research.  Life science is a building block for high school biology and includes the study of plants, animals, heredity, anatomy, ecology, and microbiology.  

Keeping informed and contacting me:

·    Grades and school information will be placed on Infinite Campus, the latest generation of online teacher gradebooks. A link to Infinite Campus is on the Bennett’s Mill website: http://www.bennettsmillms.org
· Weekly assignments and test/quiz dates as well as class notes and study guides will be placed on my teacher website: http://sites.google.com/a/mail.fcboe.org/mrs-trisler-science-site/home, which also has a link on the science page of the Bennett’s Mill website and the Seventh Grade website. Assignments can also be found on the 7th Grade Website science calendar: https://sites.google.com/site/bmms7th/home. 
· The best way to contact me is through my school e-mail address: trisler.martha@mail.fcboe.org.  
· If you need to contact me by phone, please call the school office: 770-716-3982.  
Science Supplies:
Colored pencils 


1 Composition books (non-spiral)




Extra rolls of paper towels  

1 dry erase marker



Notebook:
· Students are to maintain a well-organized notebook.  They may use a separate notebook for science or they may use one large 3-ring binder with a science divider.
· At the end of each unit, the students will then “clean out” their notebooks and the contents will be placed in a file folder and kept in my room until the end of the year.  

Science Lab Logbook:
· Science labs will be written in a non-spiral composition book that will be kept in the science room.  

· Students may only use black or blue ink or pencil in their science logbooks. Scientific drawings are to be done using colored pencils.  

· Students may not tear any pages out of their log books.  

· Each lab must be titled and dated. 

· Students will be graded for accuracy and precision in observations and measurements (metrics only!), neatness, completeness, analysis of data using data tables and graphs, and thoughtful and scientifically based answers and conclusions.  

Grades:

· The grade in Life Science will be based on formative assessments including: 1) daily/classwork assignments, 2) quizzes, and 3) homework; and summative assessments: 1) formal labs, 2) projects/presentations, research papers, and unit tests. Each assignment will be given a point value based on the length, complexity and rigor of the assignment. For instance, a unit test may count as 100 points, whereas a classwork assignment may count as 10 points.
· Bonus/Extra Credit Points:  Bonus points are only given to those students who have completed all their assigned work and go “above and beyond” on additional assignments.  
· Grades will be updated weekly and posted on Infinite Campus 
Make-Up Work for excused absences:

Please refer to the school policy in the student planner.

Late homework and missing assignments (unexcused):
Students are expected to turn in all their assignments when they are due.  Late homework assignments will be deducted 30% if turned in the next day BEFORE 1st period & 50% if turned in after Lunch & Learn.  
Projects will have 10 points deducted for each day late.  
GPS (Georgia Performance Standards) Units of Study: (these time frames are flexible with some units being shorter and some longer than a 9-week grading period).  
· First Quarter S7L1: The diversity of living organisms and how they can be compared scientifically- the six kingdom system, classification, use of dichotomous keys
S7L4:  Dependence of organisms on one another and their environments – ecology, cycling of matter and energy, terrestrial biomes and aquatic ecosystems
· Second Quarter S7L2: The structure and function of cells, tissues, organs, and organ systems – cell structure and function, major human body systems
· Third Quarter S7L3 & S7L5:  How biological traits are passed on to successive generations and the evolution of living organisms through inherited characteristics – genes and chromosomes, heredity, sexual and asexual reproduction, selective breeding, biological evolution, natural selection, the fossil record

· Fourth Quarter S8L1: The diversity of living organisms and how they can be compared scientifically concentrating on the plant and animal kingdoms
Characteristics of Science are imbedded within each unit which include: making clear and accurate observations, using hypotheses, using scientific tools, organizing data into graphs/charts/tables, analyzing scientific data and making inferences, explaining data with accuracy and precision.
It is my desire for each child to have an exciting, positive, and successful year in science.   I am looking forward to this year and all that we will be learning together as we study our amazing living world.










Sincerely,









Mrs. Martha Trisler
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