Science Laboratory Code of Conduct/Safety Contract 

PURPOSE: Safety in the science classroom is the #1 priority for students, teachers and parents.  To ensure a safe science classroom, a list of safety rules is listed below.  These rules must be followed at all times.  Two copies of this contract are provided.  One copy must be signed by both you and a parent or guardian before you can participate in the laboratory. The second copy is to be kept in your science notebook as a constant reminder of the safety rules. On the back, you will find the consequences of not abiding by the Science Laboratory Code of Conduct.

PREPARE FOR LABORATORY WORK
· Study laboratory procedures prior to beginning the experiment.  If you do not understand something, please ask questions.                                                       · Prepare your work area. Keep your lab area organized and free of apparel, books, and other clutter.  Keep aisles clear.
· Know where the eye wash, fire blanket and first aid kit are located and how to use them.
CONDUCT
· Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory.  No Horseplay, Practical Jokes, or Pranks!       

· Never perform unauthorized experiments.  Perform only those experiments authorized by your teacher.
· Never open storage cabinets, or enter the science storage room without teacher permission.
· Do not eat, drink beverages, or chew gum in the laboratory.
· Handle all living organisms used in a laboratory activity in a humane manner.  Preserved biological materials are to be treated with respect and disposed of properly.

DRESS FOR LABORATORY WORK
· Tie back long hair.  All dangling jewelry must be removed during the lab.
· Do not wear loose sleeves as they tend to get in the way.
· Wear lab aprons during all laboratory sessions when using any chemicals or as instructed by your teacher.
· Wear safety goggles during all laboratory sessions as instructed by your teacher.  Never remove your goggles unless told to do so.
· Wear gloves when using chemicals that irritate or can be absorbed through skin.

AVOID CONTACT WITH CHEMICALS
· Consider all chemicals used in the science classroom to be dangerous. Never touch, taste or "sniff" chemicals.
· When heating substances in a test tube, point the mouth away from people.
· Never carry dangerous chemicals or hot equipment near other people.

AVOID HAZARDS
· Keep combustibles away from open flames.
· Use caution when handling hot glassware. 
· When diluting acid, always add acid slowly to water. Never add water to acid.
· Turn off burners or hot plates when not in use.
· Do not bend or cut glass or any other material unless appropriately instructed by teacher.

CLEAN UP
· Consult teacher for proper disposal of chemicals.
· Wash hands thoroughly following experiments.
· Leave laboratory area clean and neat.  Return all materials to their proper locations.

IN CASE OF ACCIDENT
· Report all accidents and spills immediately.
· Broken glassware is to be cleaned up by the teacher only!!
· Wash all acids and bases from your skin immediately with plenty of running water.
· If chemicals get in your eyes, wash them for at least 15 minutes with an eyewash.


RESPONSE TO VIOLATIONS OF THE

STUDENT LABORATORY CODE OF CONDUCT

1st Offense: Verbal reprimand from the teacher, with a written record of the violation

maintained. The teacher will review the rule with the student. If this is a serious violation which may have caused harm to human health or the environment, the parent or guardian will also be notified.

2nd Offense: The student will be suspended from laboratory work immediately and receive a team detention with written notification sent to the parent or guardian. The student will not be permitted to return to laboratory work for one week, with alternative work assignment(s) to be provided.

3rd Offense: The student will be suspended from laboratory work immediately and disciplinary referral will be sent to the administration. Written notification will be sent to the parent or guardian, and a mandatory conference will be scheduled with the parents,

teacher and administrator. Depending on the result of that conference, the student may be suspended from laboratory operations for a period of time to be determined by the teacher and administration. If this occurs, the student will be assigned alternative work assignment(s).

One consequence not listed above is that for damaged lab materials.  According to science department policy, you will be held financially liable for any such damages incurred by horseplay and/or blatant disregard for proper procedures.

