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MR. D'FATS HATS
Ways to add Style to your Writing
1. Magic 3   Three items in a series, separated by commas that create a poetic rhythm or add support for a point.
· Sitting by the fire, roasting marshmallows, and drinking hot chocolate made me think of the special times I shard with my dog Rufus.
· She bounced the ball, tossed it in the air, and sent it sailing across the net.

· After a long day at work, I fall onto my bed, open my favorite book, and become lost in the pages.
· Mothers are someone to talk to when nobody understands, someone to care and love you when nobody else does, and someone to give everyone a hard time to make life a little better.

2. Repetition for effect   Repeat a symbol, sentence starter, important word, etc. to underline its importance.  Used to emphasize an important thought or idea. 
· She knew the little girl had not eaten.  She knew the small child was ravenous.  Yet, she knew the youngster had no one to care for her. 
· The veranda was her only shelter away from the sister in bed asleep, away from the brother that plays in the tree house, away from the chores that awaited her. 

· Escape into a book, escape into a television show, or escape into sleep, the options are all there.
3. Dialogue Unless the conversation is necessary, refrain from adding unneeded dialogue. If you must add dialogue then be sure to add some gestures and actions. Do not keep saying “she said” or “he replied.” When writers add speech to their writing, the change in voice is pleasing to the reader.  Also, adding dialogue allows the reader to feel closer to the action, not separated from it.
·  “Please get off the phone,” Mom would always plead.
·      “Did you see Jerry today?”

    “No, why?” my friend asked.

     I couldn’t contain my excitement.  “He’s wearing the shirt I gave him!”

    “Really?  When did you give him a shirt?”

    I’ve never been more disappointed in my best friend.  
·      I hurried to organize my less-than-perfect-but-definitely-a-teenage-boy’s room by throwing  piles of musty T-shirts, odor-smoldering socks, and stiff jeans into the already overflowing hamper.  I still needed to clean Freddie’s cage, change the sheets—where are the sheets anyway—and take the rotting pile of dirty dishes and empty soda cans down to the kitchen.  
     “Hurry, hurry, before mom gets home!” I thought to myself frantically as I chucked a nasty football sock towards the pile covering the hamper. 
     “If she finds out you didn’t keep your promise, you’re losing your cell phone!”  My thoughts somehow set off my cell phone.  Ron was calling, but I couldn’t answer.  Football jersey, soiled T-shirt, gym shorts, used towel, sheets—SHEETS!—all found their way across the room as I slowly excavated an ever-increasing clear space in the center of my floor.  Excitement rose; I just might make it! 
     “Kendall, are you home?”  My mom’s voice calls up the hall.  I feel like a deflated balloon.  I didn’t even hear the door. 
4. Figurative Language   Use a simile (comparison using “like” or as”), metaphor (comparison without using “like” or “as”), onomatopoeia (using words that imitate the sound associated with the thing in question), personification (giving human qualities to something nonhuman), or an allusion (a reference to events, characters, history, current events, or places in literature that people share). 

Simile Examples
· I was as happy as a songbird on a bright sunny morning.  
· Books are like a magic portal: they can take you anywhere. 
· Video games are like roller coasters; once you start, you can’t stop. 
· Like a warm blanket to curl up into, she is always there. 
· ____ eases my troubles like Icy Hot eases the pain of a hurt back. 
· She is like gum that sticks to my shoe.

· She is like the alphabet; without her, the world would not make sense.

· ____is like superman, always there to save the day.

·  I require ______ like the flowers require the sun.

· _______ has more patience than the tortoise racing the hare.

·  I needed _____ like turtles need their shell.

· ____ will grow like Kudzu in the heat of a South Georgia summer.

· Coordination like credit is limited to a few people.

· She is like trick candles; no matter how hard you blow you can never extinguish her fire.

· Like a warm blanket to curl up into, she is always there.

· ____ fights like two banjos placed on a moonlit stump.

· I stick to trouble like a bear to honey.

· Life without __ is like an emotional crash without a seat belt.

· They will be termites on a dead log.

· My mom’s jokes and pick-me-ups are like the past, always reliable to be there.

Metaphor Examples
· Reading is a palette that paints a picture of the story.
· At one point (reading) it was a tall mountain that I could not climb.

·  __ is a rack of tolerance.

· The pain could be sweeter than honey.

· __ pinches my cheeks until they are rotten tomatoes.

· __smiled brighter than the sun on a June morning.

· The next day __ starts a new page with me even if I don’t deserve it.
· __always ends up being the one to stop the rain, pick me up again, and tell me it is alright.

· __ proves to be a role model.  My role model.
Personification Examples
· The sun beat down on the players on the field.

· My pencil refused to write the correct answers.

· ___has a sense of humor that can bring even the shyest turtle out of its shell. 
· The smell tells me a little story about a cooking experience I had with my mom.

· These questions were dying to be answered.

· No more dark, sad clouds sitting above children all day.

· All the times unfair and harsh words have walked out of my mouth.

· She can read the pages of my heart without opening the book.

· Leaving behind a wet trail of grief and pain

Allusion Examples

· That couple is the Barbie and Ken of the school. 
· His desire for chocolate turned out to be his Achilles’ heel.
· If Cindy wanted to find her way home, this would be her yellow brick road.

· The whole “Brady Bunch” was there.
· Some wise man once said “God Bless America”, but I think it should say “God bless ___”, the leaders of the children’s future.

· Faith, hope, and love are some good things he gave us; it is said that the greatest is love, but the greatest thing he gave me is my mom.
· Safe at last! Safe at last!  Thank God almighty, I am safe at last!
· My ________ is my sunshine; she makes me happy when skies are gray.

· God created the heavens and the earth, but the greatest thing he created was my mama.
· We the children in order to form a more perfect middle school, need to fight for our right to have a free period.
· My family is not exactly the “Brady Bunch” we pretend to be all the time.

· Love is patient, love is kind.  Love does not boast or keep any records of wrong.

· Sugar, spice, and everything nice, that is what little girls are made of, right?
· To care, or not to care: that is the question.
· And on the eighth day, God created ___________.
· When I entered _______, I knew I was not in Kansas anymore.

· My sunroom is my Garden of Eden; it’s before there was sin.
· Got sadness? Got stress? Got anger?
· Cupcakes and brownies and candy, oh my! (Acceptable fragment, too!)
Onomatopoeia Examples
· Chug, chug, chug. Puff, puff, puff. Ding-dong, ding-dong. The little train rumbled over the tracks. 

· Brrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinng! An alarm clock clanged in the dark and silent room. 

5. Adjectives/adverbs/verbs—vivid and precise  Once you have a rough draft, look over your paper and ask yourself if you can come up with clear, fresh descriptive words.  It is more important to have stylish, more defined words than to have simple words spelled correctly.  Use verbs the reader can SEE, SMELL, TASTE, TOUCH, HEAR, and FEEL.  Words like great, very, really, good, a lot, nice, etc. should be changed to higher level words!




6. Transitional phrases/clauses   List in this packet.





7. Sentence structure/type  structures: simple, compound, complex, compound-complex and types: interrogative, exclamatory, declarative, imperative
8. Hyphenated Modifier A group of words that are used together to modify a noun.  Used alone, these words would not describe the noun. 
· This was one of those can’t-get-any-worse type of days.
· Mom listens to that make-you-fall-asleep music.

· Darcy was the party-pooper-goody-two-shoes member of the group.

· She danced to the music with an I-love-this-song passion.

· Not-exactly-a-roll-off-your-tongue word.

· I-am-driving-I-get-to-choose-what-we-listen-to rule.
· True-to-the-end-of-time quote.
· My been-there-done-that mom.

9. Acceptable Fragment Can be onomatopoeia or a purposeful fragment for emphasis. One word sentence only!
· Rock. Rap. Country. Teen choices in music vary across the land.

· Cha-ching! Can’t you hear the profits ringing in your ear?

· Fear. Dread.  What type of event brings about these feelings?

· Mother Nature. Mother Teresa. Mother Goose.  Many mothers have stood the test of time, but no mother compares to mine.

· A soft touch on the shoulder that says a thousand words.  Hope.  A strand of hair delicately stroked.  Peace.  A shoulder to cry on whenever tears flow.  Comfort.  A best friend when you’re surrounded by foes.  Mother.

10. TAAN Two adjectives after a noun.   
· The woman, cold and hungry, just kept moving.
· The ocean, large and glimmering, makes the perfect waves to skim board.

· Books can lead you on a fantasy adventure, daring and exciting.

· His “catch phrases,” quirky and unique, make learning a breeze.

· She’s the lighthouse in my life, strong and guiding.

· ___ gives 100% of her time just out of love, pure and selfless.

11. Sentence Beginnings No Two Sentences Start With the Same Word (NTSSWTSW).  List in this packet.
