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All introductions matter - possibly more than any other part of your work - and these beginnings must HOOK or persuade your readers to pursue the rest of your essay or story. Here are some common ways to begin an essay:
1. An Interesting or Amazing Fact or Idea

Example:  One of the most deadly disasters in modern history struck Thailand in 
December 2004 when a tsunami, a huge tidal wave, hit Thailand and southeast 
Asia killing almost 300,000 people. 
2. A Non-Debatable Statement

Example:  Every woman desires beautiful hair.

3. A Statistic

Example:  
Five out of six women prefer to wear high heels to work.  Yet, new research by Harvard Medical School shows that women who wear heels are damaging more than just their feet.
4. A “Quote” (one by someone famous or make it up!)
Examples:  

· Albert Einstein believed that “once you know your limits, you can go beyond them.”

· "Don’t judge a person until you have walked a mile in his shoes!" urges the old saying. That old saying is still true today, yet many people do make snap judgments about others. 
5. A Question 

NEVER use YOU in the question! In addition, make sure question is at least        10 words long!

Example:


Feel tired, anxious, or stressed, longing for a relaxing vacation? Dream about
 living day after day with no alarm clock, no demands to be in a certain place at a 
certain time? Fantasize about not being told what to do every minute of the day? 
Answering yes to any of these questions makes one of a huge and highly stressed 
group of people in America. Who makes up this group? Students in America’s high 
schools make it up. As a group, high school students lead tremendously stressed 
filled lives. (Thesis in italics)
6. A Short Proverb or Anecdote (a short personal account of an event)
(NOTE: People enjoy stories and proverbs, and they work well in an introduction.  However, be sure that your story relates to your topic and that you are not just telling it for a laugh.)

Example:
It was a normal day for Joe Smith, a high school sophomore. His alarm sounded at 5:00 a.m., and he rolled out of bed into the dark and chill of his bedroom after only four hours of sleep. He shuffled to the bathroom, splashed cold water on his face, and decided it would do. Eyes still half closed, he pulled on clothes, not realizing that his socks did not match and he had misbuttoned his shirt. Then it was downstairs to a cold and empty kitchen and a quick bowl of cereal and a glass of juice before he pulled on his jacket, picked up his backpack, and headed out the door to catch the bus so he could be at school in time for an hour of weight training. Joe’s day would end at nearly 1:00 a.m. that night after a full day of classes, track practice, work at his part time job, and then, beginning at 9:00 p.m., two to three hours of homework. Unfortunately, Joe’s life is not unusual. Almost every high school student in America leads a similar life style. Indeed, being a high school student is very difficult (Thesis in italics).
7. A Riddle or Rhyme
Example:


They go with me throughout the day and step upon grass or clay.  My boots are my best friends.
8. An Exclamation 
Examples:

· Wow!  Although Josh is just a junior, he won the Georgia Amateur Golf Tournament!

· What a great fit!

9. Functional or Acceptable Fragment (can be onomatopoeia, the use of words that imitate the sound associated with the thing in question)
Examples:

· Windows were boarded. Trash everywhere.  
· Rock. Rap. Country. Teen choices in music vary across the land.
· Hiss! Hiss!  Loud and clear was the snake’s sound, making me shiver.

10. Contrast
Example:

In movies, television shows, books, and even cartoons, high school is painted as a place in which everything always works out all right. The kids all gets dates to the dance. Though they may lose an election, they get something better instead – like a victory in the science fair and a full scholarship to college. Somehow, though they never seem to do any homework, they all end up with high grades. If only real life were like this! The fact of the matter is that the life of a high school student involves much determination, dedication, and difficulty. (Thesis in italics)
