
Statement of Plagiarism

Fayette County Schools

Middle School: Grades 6-8
Definition of Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the representation by a student of another’s ideas or writing as his own.  Basically, two types of plagiarism are common.  The first, which is more serious, involves a deliberate attempt on the part of a student to pass off as his own the writing or ideas of another person (student, parent, published or unpublished author, et al).  This type of plagiarism generally consists of the straight copying or slight paraphrasing of a source that the student attempts to conceal.  The second, which results from the student’s lack of attention to proper procedures for source acknowledgments and use, involves one or more technical errors.  The student in this case fails to acknowledge indebtedness to outside material.  Both types of plagiarism are serious violations of the principles of academic integrity.  They will not be tolerated.  Penalties, especially for those involved in deliberate plagiarism, may be quite severe.

Penalties for Plagiarism:
A. A student who has unintentionally plagiarized will receive no grade until citation errors are corrected, at which time he will receive a grade reduction just as he would for any other format error.  Should a student fail to resubmit his paper with corrections, he will receive a grade of zero.

B. A student who has intentionally plagiarized by purchasing, downloading, or submitting a previously-submitted paper will receive no credit for the assignment. No substitute assignment will be given.

C. A student who submits a paper with no parenthetical citation or bibliography will receive no credit for the research assignment.

D. A student who allows another student to copy his or her paper or assists in the act of plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary action. *

A parent conference will be held for any student accused or suspected of B. or D. Evidence will be presented by the classroom teacher and reviewed by that teacher, the principal, and an assistant principal.  

NOTE TO PARENTS: All students will be instructed about what constitutes plagiarism.  Teachers will give this instruction orally, in writing, and through specific examples.

I have read and understand the above statement on plagiarism.

____________________________________________
__________________

Student signature






Date




____________________________________________
__________________

Parent/guardian signature





Date

Statement of Plagiarism

Fayette County Schools

High School: Grades 9-12
Definition of Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the representation by a student of another’s ideas or writing as his own.  Basically, two types of plagiarism are common.  The first, which is more serious, involves a deliberate attempt on the part of a student to pass off as his own the writing or ideas of another person (student, parent, published or unpublished author, et al).  This type of plagiarism generally consists of the straight copying or slight paraphrasing of a source that the student attempts to conceal.  The second, which results from the student’s lack of attention to proper procedures for source acknowledgments and use, involves one or more technical errors.  The student in this case fails to acknowledge indebtedness to outside material.  Both types of plagiarism are serious violations of the principles of academic integrity.  They will not be tolerated.  Penalties, especially for those involved in deliberate plagiarism, may be quite severe.

Penalties for Plagiarism:
A. A student who has unintentionally plagiarized will receive no grade until citation errors are corrected, at which time he/she will receive a grade reduction just as he/she would for any other format error.  Should a student fail to resubmit the paper with corrections within five school days, he/she will receive a grade of zero.  A pattern of documentation error will be considered as intentional.

B. A student who has intentionally plagiarized a major research assignment in an English class will receive no credit for the assignment.  No substitute assignment will be given.

C. A student who submits a paper or assignment with no parenthetical citation or works cited will receive a grade of zero for the assignment. No substitute assignment will be given.

D. A student who allows another student to copy his or her paper or assists in the act of plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary action. 

E. All incidents of intentional plagiarism will result in a disciplinary referral.

NOTE TO PARENTS: All students will be instructed about what constitutes plagiarism.  Teachers will give this instruction orally, in writing, and through specific examples.

I have read and understand the above statement on plagiarism.

____________________________________________
__________________

Student signature






Date




____________________________________________
__________________

Parent/guardian signature





Date

PLAGIARISM

“Plagiarism is the presentation of another writer’s ideas or words as if they were your own, without acknowledging the source: (Sebranek, Meyer, and Kemper 297).  “Failing to cite a source, deliberately or accidentally, is plagiarism – presenting as your own work the words or ideas of another” (Hodges 424).  Wording in a research paper should, as much as is possible, be one’s own.  All paraphrasing and direct quotations should exhibit correct parenthetical documentation.  Remember, “County Guidelines for Student Behavior” outlines the punishments for academic dishonesty, and plagiarism is academic dishonesty.

TOPIC

The most difficult part of any task is getting started.  The same is true of research papers.  Once you have narrowed a topic, your paper is underway.  Many teachers will find assigning topics necessary.  When given a choice of topics, remember to choose one that is of interest to you; is likely to have information available; is specific, not too general nor broad; and may be written with a particular audience in mind.

THESIS STATEMENT

Once you have chosen a topic, begin gathering information.  You will want to “pinpoint” your purpose or argument as soon as possible so that your paper will have a controlling idea.  The thesis statement placed in the introductory paragraph is one sentence that controls both the information and the organization of the paper.

BODY

The body of the paper will follow the introductory paragraph with support in which you explain, clarify, illustrate, and/or define the facts, figures, and statistics that expand the thesis statement.  Assuming you have written an introductory paragraph with an acceptable thesis statement, remember the following guidelines for the body:

1. Develop one idea in each paragraph.

2. Follow your prewriting.

3. Write complete sentences of varied and appropriate length.

4. Follow a logical order in presenting information.

5. Reflect the issue of the thesis in each paragraph.

6. Develop smooth transitions within and between paragraphs.

TRANSITIONS

Transitions within and between paragraphs are important to achieve a coherent paper.  Transitions can be achieved by using a device called a paragraph hook or by using transitional words or phrases.  The following is a list of common transition words:

	assuredly
	indeed
	undoubtedly

	certainly
	moreover
	yet

	clearly
	nevertheless
	unquestionably

	consequently
	even so
	the fact remains

	therefore
	thus
	however

	first
	since
	although

	in spite of
	
	


CONCLUSION

The concluding paragraph is essential to the research paper; otherwise, the paper is incomplete.  Do not merely reach the required length of the paper and stop writing.  The paper must be taken to completion with a conclusion that reflects the thesis statement.


