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ARTICLE I—NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Bennett’s Mill Middle School chapter of the National Beta Club.

ARTICLE II—AFFILIATION AND COORDINATION

This chapter of the National Junior Beta Club is an integral part of the central organization of the National Junior Beta Club, and shall be governed by the academic and financial policies laid down in the National Constitution of the central organization of the National Junior Beta Club.  Its coat-of-arms, motto, colors, creed, and official insignia shall be those of the National organization of the National Junior Beta Club.

ARTICLE III—PURPOSE

The purpose of this organization shall be the promotion of scholarship, leadership, and good citizenship at Bennett’s Mill Middle School.

ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP

The membership of this organization shall be made up from among the students of the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades of Bennett’s Mill Middle School who, because of their worthy character, good mentality, creditable achievement, and commendable attitude, have been approved for membership by the executive head of Bennett’s Mill Middle School; provided, of course, that these students meet the requirements as set forth in the By-laws of this organization as appended herein below.

ARTICLE V—OFFICERS

The officers of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be: the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary, and Historian.

The duties of the President shall be to preside at meetings, to appoint committees, to represent Beta Club when necessary, and to administer the policies as laid down in this constitution and its By-laws.

The duties of the Vice-President of School Affairs shall be to assist the President, head the peer tutoring program, and to organize other school service projects. This office may be further sub-divided to provide for a Vice-President of School Affairs Student Services and a Vice-President of School Affairs Teacher Services as need and availability occurs.

The duties of the Vice-President of Community Affairs shall be to assist the President and to identify and organize community service projects. This office may be further sub-divided to provide for a Vice-President of Community Affairs PTO Services and a Vice-President of Community Affairs Charitable Services as need and availability occurs.

The duties of the Vice-President of Public Relations shall be to assist the President, to direct club publicity, to maintain attendance the club bulletin board, and communicate information to the membership.

The duties of the Secretary shall be to take minutes at club meetings, read these minutes for approval at the subsequent meeting. Minutes are to be kept in a binder and be ready for inspection at all times.  The Secretary shall also handle club correspondence and head the committee for “Cards and Letters to Service Personnel” project as available, and to head a club Sunshine Committee.  This office may be further sub-divided to provide for a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary as need and availability occurs
The office of Historian may be included and the duties of this office shall be to keep a history of the club’s accomplishments.  It will also be the duty of the Historian to form a committee to maintain a scrapbook of club activities. When there are too few qualified candidates, this office will be collapsed into the duties of the Vice-President of Public Relations.
There shall also be a Board of Directors which will include a select active group of 7th and 8th grade members who will participate in planning for and governing of this club.  The Board of Directors shall be limited to fifteen members, including officers and qualified members.  Board members will be selected based on number of volunteer hours, including summer hours, and teacher recommendations, which will be used exclusively in case of a tie in volunteer time.

ARTICLE VI—COMMITTEES

The committees of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be appointed as needed to carry out the Club’s business.

ARTICLE VII—MEETINGS

Regular meetings shall be held at such times and places as shall be designated by the By-laws.

Special meetings may be called by the President after consultation with and the approval of the executive committee and the faculty sponsors of the club.

Special speakers may be invited to attend any regular or special meeting of this organization if approved by a majority vote at any board meeting with a quorum present.

ARTICLE VIII—SERVICES

Besides endeavoring at all times to be of service to Bennett’s Mill Middle School and its students by upholding high standards of honesty and good citizenship, this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall—after consultation with and upon the approval of the executive head of the school, undertake some worthwhile service projects, as designated in the By-laws appended herein below.

ARTICLE IX—AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION

The constitutions of this organization may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the membership at any meeting provided that notice of the proposed amendment has been given at a previous meeting or through a previous message to members.
BY-LAWS OF THE BENNETT’S MILL MIDDLE SCHOOL CHAPTER OF JUNIOR NATIONAL BETA CLUB

ARTICLE 1—TIME AND PLACE OF MEETINGS

The time of the meetings of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be 7:45 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month during the school year unless such day is a holiday or the day after a holiday, in which case the meeting will be held on third Tuesday.  The location of the meetings shall be the Bennett’s Mill Middle School Media Center.

ARTICLE 2—QUORUM

A quorum of this organization shall be constituted by a majority of those members who actively participate in the business of the club and are present to vote at meetings.
ARTICLE 3—STANDARDS OF MEMBERSHIP

Standards of membership in the Bennett’s Mill Middle School chapter of the National Junior Beta Club must conform to the general features as laid down in the National Constitution; and in all cases, must be approved by the executive head of the school.

The classes from which members may be drawn shall be sixth, seventh, and eighth grades.  The scholastic requirements for membership in this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be a 90 or above average in all subject areas in a standard or accelerated middle school curriculum for one semester at Bennett’s Mill Middle School.
ARTICLE 4—INDUCTION OF MEMBERS

The induction of new members into the membership of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be one of dignity appropriate to the ideals of the organization.  The evening ceremony will honor the accomplishments of Beta Club members, old and new alike.

Any pre-induction initiation activity must be submitted to and approved by the executive head of Bennett’s Mill Middle School.  They must not be of a nature to cause physical pain or mental embarrassment to the initiate.  Any such actions shall result in immediate loss of membership, as set forth in paragraph 3 of Article 5.

ARTICLE 5—LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP

A member of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club may be dropped from membership if his/her scholastic record falls below an “A” average and Honor Roll status.

However, no member may be dropped from membership for scholastic deficiency without being accorded a probationary period of one semester to raise his/her scholastic record above the minimum required for membership status.  

Due process will be afforded to all before membership is withdrawn.  Others incidences which may result in loss of membership would include, but not be limited to, a change in the student’s character, i.e. incidences set forth in Article 4, paragraph 2.  Also included in incidences which may result in loss of membership include out of school suspension and incidents of academic dishonesty.
A student who is dropped from membership may be reinstated provided he/she again meets the requirements laid down in the Constitution and By-laws of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club.

If and when a student is dropped from membership, a record of this action shall be relayed to the National Office of the National Junior Beta Club immediately.

ARTICLE 6—SERVICE PROJECTS

As soon as possible after its activation in the fall semester of the school year, this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club will undertake a program of service, which will be of benefit to the population of Bennett’s Mill Middle School.  These projects shall include, but are not limited to, (1) the peer tutoring program, (2) the teacher helper program, (3) assistance to the Bennett’s Mill PTO and feeder school PTO’s, and  (4) community service projects to be decided on a yearly basis.

ARTICLE 7—ACTIVE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING STATUS

In order to maintain active member in good standing status, each member must earn a minimum of four (4) quality points per semester in addition to meeting the academic criteria.  One point may be earned by attending any meeting.  Two points may be earned by participating in any service activity, including tutoring.  If a member fails to earn quality points, they will be designated as Inactive Members, making him/her ineligible to hold office or to participate in Beta Club social functions.

ARTICLE 8—LOCAL DUES AND ASSESSMENTS


The dues for this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club shall be a one time fee of $25.00, which includes the portion of dues which must be sent to the Beta Club National Headquarters.
ARTICLE 9—AMENDING THE BY-LAWS

The By-laws of this chapter of the National Junior Beta Club may be amended by a majority vote of the membership present provided the intent to revise the By-laws has been placed before the club at a previous meeting and interested members have had an opportunity to work on the revisions.  Minor revisions and fine tuning may be made and voted upon by a majority of the membership at any meeting.
ARTICLE 9—ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The slate of officers shall be selected by a nominating committee comprised of the executive committee and select club members.  Eligible members in good standing may apply to run for office. Members seeking office will be required to complete an application, supply three teacher recommendations, and present a copy of their semester report card. 

Eligibility is based on meeting the academic criteria for the previous semester of an “A” average with no grade lower than an 85.  Member volunteer time will also be weighted in the application process.  Each interested member will have the opportunity to interview with the nominating committee.  A second interview may be necessary in order to make the final decision as to the slate of officers.

The nominating committee shall present the slate of officers for approval at the general meeting prior to the induction/installation ceremony.  The new officers will take their oaths of office at the induction/installation ceremony and be in training until the last meeting of the school year, when they will officially take office.  The term of office shall be from the last meeting of the school year they are elected until the last meeting of the school year the subsequent year.

The number of officers can be expanded or reduced, depending on the number of interested eligible members available to fulfill the duties of the offices.  If expanded, offices will be added as current needs dictate.  If reduced, the duties of the office of Vice-President of Public Relations will be absorbed by the Vice-President of Community Affairs, the Vice-President of School Affairs—Teacher Services and Vice-President of Student Services duties will be combined, and the secretary position and historian will be united.

Officers who resign during the course of the school year may be replaced by sponsor appointment and ratified by a majority of the board.
BETA CLUB PLEDGE

I hereby declare that I shall always strive to be honest and truthful at all times; to maintain a creditable scholastic record; to be of service to my teachers and fellows; to conduct myself in a manner to reflect credit upon my school and community.

The National Beta Club Creed

As a member of the Beta Club and as a citizen of my community, state, and nation I believe in and shall strive to promote the principles of:

Honesty:  knowing that honesty is necessary to the formation of good character and that the principles of honesty dictate that I not only refrain from acts of dishonesty; but that I perform my duties fully and take advantage of the opportunities afforded me by my circumstances.

Justice: believing that it is only right and proper that I should be just and fair in my dealings with my fellowman; that I should condemn no one without giving him a chance to defend himself; and that I should consider all factors before forming an opinion of another’s motives, or before passing judgment upon his actions.

Service: being convinced that the rendering of helpful service to my fellowman is a duty and privilege conferred upon me by my forebears and by my environment, and that I can attain lasting satisfaction only by rendering such service to the best of my ability.

Cooperation: knowing that I must work closely and in a friendly manner with others in this day of highly organized social and economic endeavor; and that I must respect authority and strive at all times to be dependable if I am to be of greatest helpfulness to society. 

Responsibility: believing that full happiness is possible only through full acceptance of responsibility for my actions and for preserving and passing my rich inheritance on to coming generations.
Industriousness: being aware of the fact that—if I am to be a factor for progress in my community and a real help to my associates, and that such spirit and attitude will make for m own peace of mind and for the well-being of those with whom I come in contact.

Humility: being convinced that humbleness of spirit is the only proper attitude for me to maintain in my relation with my associates, and that such spirit and attitude will make for my own peace of mind and for the well-being of those with whom I come in contact.

Charity: knowing that if I am tolerant in my appraisal of the ideas of others, generous I the use of my worldly assets, considerate of the rights of others, courteous in my actions toward all alike, gentle in my efforts to correct errors in others, kind in the exercise of my duties, I shall then be better able to contribute to the happiness of myself and others.

